30.06.2010 : BDPA conference Gujarat held at Ahmedabad on 29/6/10 in a grand manner. Many distinguished dignitaries participated and addressed the open session of the conference. S/Shri S.C.Mishra (Member - Services) DOT, Thomas John (President FNTO), Islam Ahmed (President NFTE) R. Venkatraman (Leader – Staff side – BSNL), Dr. Dimple Parekh, senior officers of BSNL & DOT were among them. 

GS FNTO greeted the conference and suggested to the AGB to broaden their jurisdiction to all India . Senior members of the association were honored and felicitated and that was the highlight of the conference. The conference was presided over by Shri A.N.Patel, stage management by J.B.Kumpavat. Shri. D.D.Mistry GS BDPA had organized the conference in a meticulous way. 

JAC meets CMD BSNL - 29/06/10 : 

JAC met CMD today and urged him for 78.2% IDA merger for fixation benefits as per govt. orders on the subject. But CMD suggested that executive associations and non-executive unions may meet committee concerned and hold separate meetings (one by one). JAC refused to the proposal of separate meetings. Shri B. D. Sharma, PS represented FNTO in the meeting. 

IDA due ; 

0.3% IDA is due with effect from 1-7-10 (34.8 to 35.1)

K.Vallinayagam

JAC DECISIONS

REMINDED

1. FNTO in coordination with JAC may organize conventions in Circle Head Quarters. All India convention may be on 19th or 21st July, 2010.

2. Awareness campaign – Postcard campaign suggested by JAC. Savingram (Telegram by Post) may be sent t Hon’ble PM by FNTO Branches.

DEMANDS:

I. Waiver of spectrum and BWA charges.

II. 78.2% IDA for fixation benefit.

III. Pension Revision for BSNL Retirees.

IV. ITS Absorption.

V. Disinvestment and VRS – Protest and other pending issues.

27.06.2010 : Organizational Review:

K. Vallinayagam, G.S visited Jaipur today and reviewed the organizational position in Rajasthan circle with S/Sri. C. N. Sharma Circle Secretary , Kalu Ram Financial Secretary and other office bearers. 

G.S also attended the marriage function of Rajasthan FNTO leader Shri R. S. Meena’s son Shri Anil and greeted the couple. 

K. Vallinayagam

26.06.2010 :Condolence

Shri AK Awasti, District Secretary FNTO Kanpur (UP) has passed away on 22nd June at the age of 55. He was a dedicated leader of FNTO in UP and maintained the growth of FNTO in Kanpur District. His sudden demise is a loss to the organization. We convey our sympathies to the bereaved family.

HQ News

The issue of award by Kollam Industrial Tribunal on the promotion of senior TOA cadre in Kerala has been taken up with Dir. HRD BSNL by GS FNTO demanding implementation of award with effect from 9-9-1992 to end discrimination among Sr. TOAs in Civil Wing and Telecom. (Kerala Circle Union referred the matter to HQs.)

25.06.2010: Ramanathapuram (TN) – Novel protest

At Ramanathapuram BSNL office and Bharathinagar RSU, the house keeping contract labourers did not turn up for duty for the past 10 days as the contractor failed to pay the wages in time. It was usual for the contractor to unduly delay payment every month to these poor paid workers even though the Karaikkudi administration pay the bills to the contractor in the first week of every month. Still worse, last month's payment was not made. Hence in protest, they did not attend office resulting in garbage piling up everywhere inside and outside the office premises, toilets stinching and no drinking water was provided. The administration remained as a silent spectator. Neither the local nor the Karaikkudi SSA administration made any alternate arrangements for cleaning etc., even after repeated requests from staff side.

In these circumstances, the staff at Ramanathapuram decided to agitate in a novel way. They all assembled and cleaned the premises neglecting the routine duties. On hearing the news, local press and TV reporters visited and made coverage of the agitation. 

As usual the local officers did not care and not even came down to the spot. 

Result: In the evening the contractor turned up, made payment and assured union representatives for prompt payment of wages from next month onwards 

GS FNTO Comments: FNTO congratulates Ramanathapuram workers and FNTO branch which took the initiative. 

Queries Column:

Spectrum / BWA charges.

Q. Rs.30 Crores Penalty?

A. JAC and its leadership could have been less emotional and more balanced, even though the issue was hot. FNTO has been cautioning. Nevertheless we share the responsibility of the collective decision. 

K. Vallinayagam

GS FNTO

FNTO C.W.C. Meeting at Kolkata: Dates Revised :

Due to non availability of accommodation, the date notified for C.W.C. at Kolkata stands revised to 24th & 25th July, 2010.

All the C.W.C. Members are requested to take note of change in Dates and book their Tickets in advance accordingly.

Inconvenience caused is regretted.

Meeting with Hon’ble MOC & IT:

To press our demand for waiver of spectrum charges etc. JAC met Thiru A. Raja, Hon’ble MOC & IT at Coimbatore (Tamil Conference Venue), gave a Memorandum and discussed the issues. Hon’ble MOC & IT assured to look into our demands. Shri Palanisamy Circle Office Bearer (TN) Represented FNTO.

23.06.2010 CHQ Secretariat Meeting – Chennai -21,22 June 2010.

In the above Secretariat Meeting presided over by Shri. Thomas John K, CHQ

President, the following resolutions were passed:

FNTO condoles the sudden and untimely demise of Shri. Jeevan Batham CS FNTO Madhya Pradesh. He was a self- made leader and has done good service to FNTO and BSNL workers. His sudden death has caused loss to our organization which will be difficult to make good. FNTO conveys its sympathy and condolence to his bereaved family members.

FNTO wholeheartedly welcome the proposal of Shri O.P. Gupta former SG NFTE, according to which all the three erstwhile federations i.e NFTE,FNTO and BTEF (BSNLMS) should fight next verification from a single platform enclosing other unions also. If this proposal of NFTE is acceptable to all then it was also suggested that this outfit can fight the elections in the name of FNTO. President FNTO agreed to place this proposal before the FNTO secretariat meeting. It was first discussed on 4th June with Thomas John K, FNTO President by S/Shri O.P. Gupta, Islam Ahmed (President NFTE), Suresh (GS BSNL MS) and Rajpaul (AGS NFTE) at FNTO office. Next round of discussion held in NFTE office on 18-6-2010 with Shri C. Singh (GS NFTE), by K. Vallinayagam, GS FNTO in the presence of Shri O.P. Gupta who emphasized that our detailed proposal for the amendment of existing recognition rules should be submitted to management immediately and the charter of long pending workers issues also to be prepared. Secretariat meeting directed GS FNTO to further process this resolution.

Central Working Committee Meeting at Kolkata

Secretariat decided to hold next CWC meeting of NUBSNLW (FNTO) at Kolkata on 20, 21 July 2010. Shri Alok Nandi, DGS & CS Kolkata Telephones has accepted to host the CWC. Notice will be issued separately. CHQ office bearers and Circle secretaries may reserve their tickets in advance.

JAC Met to-day and decided to meet HMOC & IT at the earliest to as to sort out the refund of spectrum charges etc. FNTO was represented by Shri S. Shukla Organizing Secretary. A National convention on our demands may be held on 19th of July, 2010.

K.Vallinayagam

GS FNTO

22.06.2010:

JAC meets Hon’ble MOSC & IT 

Today (22/6/2010) JAC met Shri. Sachin Pilot Hon’ble MOSC & IT in his office as a courtesy call. For a detailed discussion on JAC demands another date will be fixed.

21.0.2010 Condolence

Shri Jeevan Batham, Circle Secretary, FNTO, Madhya Pradesh, passed away this evening (21.06.2010) at Bhopal. He was admitted to Hospital due to BP. Problem and death came suddenly and unexpectedly. FNTO condoles his untimely death and conveys heartfelt sympathies to his bereaved family.

Shri Jeevan Batham was 48 years old and is survived by his wife and two children. His last journey is fixed at 11.00 AM to-morrow at Bhopal (22.06.2010). 

FNTO flag will fly half-mast to-morrow. 

JAC meets Management Committee BSNL:

JAC met Management Committee BSNL and urged the BSNL Management to take up the case with Govt. for refund of spectrum charges and waiver of BWA charges. JAC also decided to intensify awareness campaign by holding regional conventions and national convention at Delhi on 27th July, 2010 (Tentatively). FNTO was represented by Shri Saket Shukla Organizing Secretary in JAC meeting.

20.06.2010:

The Government, it is learnt that is looking at the possibility of nominating former CEO of Vodafone (Mr. Arun Sarin) to head BSNL by-passing normal procedure of selection.

Courtesy: UTK/CBT

On 19th.06.2010 to urge its demand for arranging waiver of spectrum/BWA charges JAC tried to meet Management Committee of BSNL but in vain.

JAC meets Secretary :

JAC met Sri.P.J Thomas Secretary DOT today (18/6/2010) and discussed on purchase of required quantity of GSM equipment for BSNL and refund of spectrum charges / waiver of BWA charges by the govt. Secretary replied that waiver etc cannot be decided at his level. 

Regarding purchase of equipment secretary asked JAC to meet CMD BSNL. On other pending staff issues the formal meeting will be fixed to review. JAC may meet CMD tomorrow. 

HQ news

1.Sri. Saket Shukla (Organizing Secretary) joined HQ on 17/6/2010 and will look after the CHQ affairs till month end. 

2. Secretariat meeting will be held at Chennai on 21st and 22nd June 2010 to review organizational position

K. Vallinayagam 

GS FNTO

JAC Meeting on 17/6/2010 

JAC meeting held today at New Delhi under the chairmanship of Shri.G.L.Jogi GS SNEA. As there was proper communication to this effect FNTO / BWA participated in the meeting. 

After clarification by convener on the communication gap regarding last meeting Chairman assured that more care will be taken in such sensitive matters of communication and consultation in future. After detailed deliberations the following decisions were taken in the meeting. 

1) To meet secretary DOT, HMOC, HFM and HTM to appraise the situation arising out of paying spectrum charges/BWA charges etc by BSNL to govt. and also settlement of pending issues, including purchase of GSM equipment. 

2) To meet CMD on 19/6 to urge him to defer payment of BWA charges and also ask for waival of spectrum charges paid 

3) To launch an awareness campaign among the workers on the above issues to prepare them for prolonged struggle

Meeting with GM Establishment and PGM Finance BSNL CO. 

K.Vallinayagam General Secretary FNTO, Saket Sukla Organizing Secretary FNTO, Islam President NFTE and C.Singh GS NFTE met Sri.D.P.De GM Establishment and urged him to cause issue clarification sought by unions on NEPP immediately. 

We also stated that in circles like A.P, Karnataka etc transfers are being ordered even after the academic year is over against the transfer policy. We requested him to avoid transfer for transfer sake in the circles mentioned above. 

The above leaders also met CGK Pillai (PGM – F) and discussed regarding relaxation in qualifying marks for JAO Part II candidates, citing various precedents. 

K. Vallinayagam

GS FNTO

16.06.2010 : Organizational review: 

K. Vallinayagam General Secretary and B.D. Sharma Publication Secretary visited Punjab (Chandigarh) and reviewed organizational position in Punjab circle. Raginder Circle President, A.. K. Verma Circle Secretary and District Secretaries were present. GS and PS paid a courtesy call on Shri S.S. Sirohi , Chief General Manager Telecom Punjab Circle . 

K. Vallinayagam

Our web is restored. Sorry for inconvenience. 

Queries Column 

Q Dharna tomorrow is also being organized in the name of JAC?

A Convenor’s union conveniently ‘using’ the banner of JAC? (Even though it is a micro minority decision!)

K. Vallinayagam

GS FNTO

14.06.2010 : K.Vallinayagam General Secretary FNTO, B.C.Pathak Financial Secretary FNTO & S.P Sharma President WRU attended NFTE Central Working Committee meeting at New Delhi today (14/6/2010) and conveyed their greetings. 

K. Vallinayagam, GS FNTO. 

13.06.2010 : Why FNTO not participating in JAC Programme.Click. 

11.06.2010 : FNTO has requested convener JAC to defer the agitation and to call fresh meeting to discuss. BWA has also not decided to participate in the agitation. 

09.06.2010; Chennai Telephones Circle Working Committee Meeting: K. Vallinayagam, GS FNTO addressed the CWC Meeting of Chennai Telephones to-day and spoke on anomalies/aberration arisen on implementation of Wage Revision and new Promotion Policy and FNTO’s efforts to settle it. Shri S. Lingamurthy, Circle Secretary, Chennai Telephones also addressed the meeting. 

JAC Meeting: It is learnt that JAC meeting was held to-day at New Delhi. After completion of meeting convener JAC spoke to GS FNTO and sought for cooperation to implement JAC’s decision (Demonstration etc.). GS FNTO said that FNTO will consult other Unions in BWA and decide. 

04.06.2010:

Shri Thomas Jhon K, All India President is in C.H.Q. from to-day. 

03.06.2010 :

Last Date for exercising Option under new PP extended.Cl.ick 

Pondicherry District Conference:

K. Vallinayagam, GS, S. Lingmurthy, Jt. G.S. D. Chandrasekharan C/S TN participated and addressed the conference and party of Shri Sadashivam, former District Secretary on 2nd June, 2010.

S/Shri Loganathan, Veerabadran, Nalliakodan, elected as President, Secretary and Treasurer respectively.

Shri Mohan, outgoing District Secretary had made good arrangement for the conference and the party.

GS FNTO issues Circular. 

GS FNTO Writes to MOSC for JAO Part.II 

26.0.2010

Meeting with Shri Kuldeep Goyal, CMD BSNL 

K. Vallinayagam GS FNTO and D.D. Mistry AGS FNTO met the CMD BSNL and requested him to clear 78.2% IDA for fixation benefit from 1.1.2007. We pointed out the resentment prevailing amongst BSNL Workers over the delay on this issue. We also requested CMD to protect the interest of BSNL Pensioners without dilution in the formula suggested by BSNL to DOT.

JAC Meeting :

K. Vallinayagam GS FNTO and D.D. Mistry AGS FNTO attended JAC Meeting to-day (25.05.2010) which reviewed the unsettled strike demands. Concern was expressed over the cut in the purchase of GSM Equipments, delay in initiating ITS absorption process, doubts over Pension Revision exercise and also 78.2% IDA for fixation benefit w.e.f. 1.1.2007. FNTO pointed out the complacency in pursuing the demands by JAC with authorities. Convener assured letters will be addressed to authorities concerned and Meeting will be fixed with Secretary DoT shortly.

25.05.2010:

Meeting with Shri Gurudas Kamat, Hon’ble MOSC 

Shri K. Vallinayagam, GS FNTO & D.D. Mistry (AGS FNTO) GS BDPA met Hon’ble MOSC at Sanchar Bhavan, and discussed the following.

New code of discipline for BSNL and to give Minimum Trade Union facilities to Registered Unions. 

Relaxation in qualifying marks for JAO Part-II Examination. 

Harassment meted out to FNTO District Office Bearers in certain SSAs. 

G.S. BDPA INVITED Hon’ble MOSC for attending the Pensioners Association Conference at Ahmedabad. Minister assured to participate subject to availability of dates.

BWA Meeting:

BWA Meeting held to-day at FNTO Office under the chairmanship of Shri K. Vallinayagam, Chairman BWA. Meeting decided:-

To address to HMOSC to advise BSNL to chalk out a fresh code of discipline and also to grant Minimum Trade Union facilities to Registered Unions. 

To address the CMD BSNL to merge 78.2% IDA for fixation benefit w.e.f. 1.1.2007 without further delay. 

To pursue and get proper clarifications from BSNL HQ on non-executive Promotion Policy. 

S/Shri C. Singh, GS NFTE, Islam President NFTE, S.P. Sharma, President WRUand D.D. Mistry, AGS FNTO attended the meeting.

78.2% IDA Merger ;

To sort out the issue of 78.2% IDA Merger for fixation benefit w.e.f. 1.1.2007, a committee is being formed with Shri S.R. Kapoor, ED (Finance) as Chairman and GM (SR),GM (E) as members,

Courtesy: utk-cbt 

Meeting with Shri S.C. Mishra, Member( Services), DoT – 24.05.2010

Shri K. Vallinayagam, GS FNTO and D.D. Mistry, GS BDPA (AGS FNTO) met Shri S.C. Mishra, Member (Services) DoT and invited him for BDPA Annual Conference at Gujarat. They also discussed with Member (Services) on Pension Revision. It is learnt that Pension Revision is going on the right track and expected to be completed within the agreed time frame. 

